
Mrs. Tramp’s 2020 Summer Reading Packet 
Grade 7 
 

Throughout your summer vacation, you will need to read Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman and compete the 
attached assignments.  This summer work will be due in your English Language Arts class the first day of class.  
Please read the following for your summer reading assignment: 

 

Seedfolks 
By Paul Fleischman 
 
A Vietnamese girl plants six lima beans in a Cleveland vacant lot.  Looking down 
on the immigrant-filled neighborhood, a Romanian woman watches 
suspiciously.  A school janitor gets involved, then a Guatemalan family.  Then 
muscle-bound Curtis, trying to win back Lateesha.  Pregnant Maricela. Amir from 
India.  A sense of community sprouts and spreads.  
 
Newbery-winning author Paul Fleischman uses thirteen speakers to bring to life a 
community garden's founding and first year.  The book's short length, diverse cast, 
and suitability for adults as well as children have led it to be used in countless one-
book reads in schools and in cities across the country. 

Summary from www.goodread.com 
 

 
Summary of Reading Assignments: 

� Activity 1: How Our Choices Impact Our Community (Defining Choices) 
� Activity 2: Choices and Character Traits (Maintaining a Dialectical Journal) 
� Activity 3: How One Person’s Choices Impact a Community (Paragraph reflecting on the choice a 

character made and the impact it had on a community.) 
� Activity 4:  My Choices and Traits (Individual Home/ Community Project) 

 
• All work is expected to be neat, legible, and complete. 
• All work is expected to be answered in a detailed and thoughtful way. 
• All work is expected to be submitted the first day of school to your Accelerated English teacher.  

 
 

Please email me if you have any questions.  Please look for an invitation to our Microsoft Teams Page.  I 
will be setting this up over the summer (Near the end of June).  You can also use this platform to reach 
out for help with assignments from both myself and your other peers. 

Looking forward to working with you all! 

 

Mrs. Tramp 

MarisaT@spokaneschools.org 

  

http://www.goodread.com/
mailto:MarisaT@spokaneschools.org


Grade 7 Accelerated 2020 Summer Assignment 
Activity 1: How Our Choices Impact Our Community 
Defining Choices 
 
Student Target:  To reflect on statements about how our choices impact our community.  
 
Instructions:   At the beginning of the school year, you will explore the concept of choices.  Read the following 
statements before you begin reading Seedfolks.  Mark down whether you strongly disagree, disagree, agree, or 
strongly agree.  Go with your first thought and then explain your choice.  
 
1. It is easy for an older person to make a difference in your community. 
Strongly Disagree          Disagree          Agree          Strongly Agree  
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. One person can make a difference in his/her community.  
Strongly Disagree          Disagree          Agree          Strongly Agree  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3.  People who do good things always know exactly whom they will affect. 
Strongly Disagree          Disagree          Agree          Strongly Agree  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4.  People listen to each other and respect others’ opinions.  
Strongly Disagree          Disagree          Agree          Strongly Agree 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. It is easy for you to make a difference in your school. 
Strongly Disagree          Disagree          Agree          Strongly Agree 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



6.  How do you define the word choice?  When you hear the word ‘choices,” what thoughts come to mind? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Name at least three choices you make on a daily or weekly basis.  Explain why you make/ made that choice.  
Explain the consequences of your choice, positive or negative. 
 
Example: 
(POSITIVE)  Choice: Getting up on time when your alarm clock goes off.  
Consequence: You have enough time to eat breakfast in the morning and you do not miss your bus.  
 
(NEGATIVE)  Choice: Coming home and playing video games all night instead of homework. 
Consequence: You did not get your chores or you homework done.  Your parents take away video games and 
you receive a bad grade on your homework assignment.  
 

Choice Made Consequences of the Choice (Positive OR Negative) 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Grade 7 Accelerated 2020 Summer Assignment 
Activity 2: Choices and Character Traits  
Maintaining a Dialectical Journal 
 
Student Target:  To critically read a text for a specific purpose and to respond to a specific passage with 
comments, questions, or insights to foster active involvement with a text. 
 
Instructions: Review the following sample character traits and the sample dialectical journal entry.  Maintain a 
dialectical journal while you read Seedfolks.  You must complete a journal entry for each of the 13 characters. 
(Have a minimum of 13 journal entries). This needs to be done on separate notebook paper or it can be 
typed. 
 



Dialectical Journal  
Student Name: 
Book Title: 
 

 
Text (Page #) 

 
Character Name and Trait Insight/Reaction//Interpretations 

Cite specific examples of the 
choices made by a variety of 

characters.  Include page 
numbers 

 

Explain the choice being made by the 
character in the quote you chose.  How does 
this demonstrate/ show the character’s trait? 

Predict whether the choice will have a 
positive or negative impact. 

 
“I volunteer!”  I gasp, “I 

volunteer as tribute!” 
Page 22 

Katniss Everdeen 
Brave/ Selfless 

 
(Explain) Katniss, trying to save her younger 
sister’s life, offers to take her place as a 
tribute.  She knows her skills with archery 
and hunting will give her a fighting chance at 
potentially winning the Games.  (Character 
Trait) This choice demonstrates how Katniss 
is trying to be brave and selfless.  She would 
never be able to forgive herself if something 
happened to her younger sister.  (Predict) I 
think that Katniss will have an easy time 
training for the games and will win very 
easily.  Her sister will be relieved that she 
does not have to participate and thinks it’s 
better for Katniss to go instead of her.  
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
 



Grade 7 Accelerated 2020 Summer Assignment 
Activity 3: How One Person’s Choices Impact a Community 
Paragraph reflecting on the choice a character made and the impact it had on a community 
 
Student Target: On a separate piece of paper, in a paragraph, reflect on which character, their choice(s) and the 
consequence of their choice(s), had the most significant impact on the community.  Use the rubric to ensure you 
are meeting exemplary writing.  
 
Instructions: Review your Dialectical Journal and the character traits activity (Activity 2).  Based on your 
work and the reading, which character’s choice(s) had the most significant impact on the community?  Describe 
the consequence of the choice(s) on the community or the character.  In other words, did it have a positive or 
negative impact on the community?  How did the choice impact or change the character? 
 
Begin your response with a strong topic sentence that states your answer to the prompt.  Then, support your 
topic sentence with evidence from the text and provide a thoughtful commentary.  
 

 
 
 
 



Grade 7 Accelerated 2020 Summer Assignment 
Activity 4: My Choices and Traits 
Individual Home/Community Project 
 

How can you help in your home and community? 
 
Student Target: To complete their own individual home/ community project and to reflect on how their 
choices can impact their community.  

 
Using the ideas and guide provided, create a plan for one week in which you will help various people at home 
and in your community.  For each day, focus on ONE activity you will do to make a difference.  As you go 
through the week, respond to the prompts, and reflect on the impact you have seen.  Remember, these are only 
suggestions; you may come up with your own. 
 
Example Ideas: 

• Take out the trash 
• Help with laundry 
• Wash the dishes. 
• Walk the dog. 
• Clean up around your neighborhood. 
• Help a neighbor your family knows (Ask your parents first!) 
• Volunteer to help with something.  
• Do not say anything mean or negative for one day. 
• Do a chore without being asked.  
• Spend time with someone who is older (like your grandparents and help them with chores). 
• Volunteer to babysit without payment  
• Write letters to family members.  
• Offer to mow the lawn.  

 
 
Record your ONE activity for the day: 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



 
Journal Prompts:  Answer each prompt with complete sentences.  At the end of each day, reflect on your ONE 
activity for the day and explain how you felt.  If you need more space, complete these on a separate sheet of 
paper.  
 
Monday: What did you do to make a difference today?  Who appreciated it? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday: What is something new you learned today in connection to this project? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday: Is it better to make a difference anonymously or with a lot of recognition? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday: If every person did what you did today, how would that make a difference? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday: Can an individual make a difference that will last? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


